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ABSTRACT: In the last few years | have been encouraged by colleagues to make some remarks on my career in
the field of control systems. This seminar is my response. Emphasis is on the years 1957 to 1977, an exciting
period in which both engineering practice and underlying research underwent great change. In particular,
there was a major increase in the use of mathematical theory and computational tools. While my remarks
center on specific activities that involved me, they may also give historical perspectives on what happened in
the general field of control. Subjects covered include: early development and application of analog computers.
Applied Dynamics International, canonical structure of linear system and how my contributions differ from
those of Kalman, algorithms for solving problems in optimal control and how they led to (very) fast procedures
for computing the distance between objects in 3-space, optimal periodic control, stability of model predictive
control, some favorite contributions, thoughts on doing research.
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